103.   INTERVIEW TO DR. H. W. B. MORENO

SANTINIKETAN,
May 31, 19%5

The Anglo-Indian question was gone into fully with Mahatma Gandhi
on his being again interviewed by Dr. H. W. B. Moreno. At the outset Dr.
Moreno pointed out the difficulties involved in Mr. Gandhi's advice as to spin-
ning and wearing khaddar; Anglo-Indians would find such difficulties insur-
mountable in adopting this peculiar method of employment even assuming
that the arguments in favour of khaddar as advanced by Mr. Gandhi were
correct.

Mr. Gandhi admitted that it was not easy to win over an entire com-
munity, such as the Anglo-Indians were, to the way of adopting such methods
of occupation, but he was prepared to exercise his patience on their behalf.
He would be satisfied for the present if only the favourable mental attitude
was achieved by Anglo-Indians as regards' his spinning programme. Spinning
was meant principally to relieve the distress of the suffering masses; spinning
was the common bond of union between rich and poor and he would advise
even Engishmen, resident in India and eating up the salt of India, to be true
to the land of their adoption and to take to spinning.

Dr. Moreno pointed out that at present Anglo-Indians had some definite
representation in the Councils, in the Assembly and in other public bodies.
What would be the fate of this minority community, if swaraj should come in ?
What place would they occupy along with the greater communities of India?

Mr. Gandhi replied that he could foresee no disastrous consequence if the
Anglo-Indians were to come in, along with the other communities. He held
that the Hindu and Muslim communities should go out of their way and grant
Anglo-Indians even preference in India's representative institutions, for the
simple reason that they were minorities and required greater protection.

I think that I am giving undue preference to it. I alone
know that I am performing what I consider to be my parental duty
towards this child, irrespective of what others may say.

Dr. Moreno pointed out that Anglo-Indians at present, by virtue of long
association and by their particular mode of living were eminently suited for the
positions they now held in the Railways, in the Customs Service, and in other
such departments of employment in India. Did "Indianization" mean the
taking away of these posts from Anglo-Indians and giving them to Indians?
That was a gr^ve foreboding the Anglo-Indian ha<J iji his mind, now for
some time,